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hymns (in other words, who composed in Tamil the
Tiruvaymoli which is the quintessence of the Samaveda
which is supposed to have had thousand branches).

Parasara also describes Nammalvar as an embodiment
/

of the 'ardent longing' (trsna} for Lord Krsna. Sloka-s
in praise of Goddess Sri or RanganayakI the consort
of Lord Ranganatha are also found. In what may be
called a doctrinal statement the poet mentions that the
universe containing the distinction in terms of the ruler
and the ruled is so formed because of the knitting or
otherwise of the eyebrows of this Goddess. Verses 8
to 12 describe Lord Ranganatha reclining on the
serpent-bed, as the beloved consort of LaksmI and as
the wielder of five weapons. In a beautiful simile Parasara
compares the God reclining on Ananta to the
Cintamani-gem which also adorns the chest of Goddess
LaksmI. His supremacy can be ascertained only by the
foot-prints of LaksmI marked on His chest (in red lac).
But for this, this particular entity (vastu} can never be
described adequately by any term (sl. 9). Sri Rangaraja
is also identified with a black bee [bhmga} which is
always attracted to the breasts of LaksmI, again identified
with two bunches of flowers of a kalpa -creeper. 'May
such Lord bless us with all welfare for a hundred years',
says Parasara. The Lord is wielding five weapons always,
being unable to delay any further the protection of those
who surrender to Him, fancies our poet. From sloka's
13 to 19, Parasara in all humility justifies his undertaking
to compose the present stotra on the Lord whose glory
even the Veda fails to describe in definite terms, doubting
its own capacity to comprehend His nature. It is, as
a matter of fact, unfair to attempt to describe Him who
shines in all glory through the Sanskrit and Tamil Vedic
literature. But the poet wonders as to who can prevent
a young elephant (namely Ranganatha) if he, even after